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Hi Everybody!!!   
 

Frolicking Felines today!   
 

 
Why do you suppose Terri never had a feline pet?? 
 
Well, it’s never too late and today’s the day.   
Would you help Terri find some kitty-company for her new normal 
life?   
 
All of these small Steiff cats date to the Terri Lee era. 
The tiniest kitties are Tapsy, with her golden stripes, and Tabby, 
that little newborn with the tiniest of faces. (Standing on cup) (Tapsy is in 

the middle front of group pic and alone in middle of many leaves). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What about a Siamese?  Siamy doesn’t have his name tag, but can 
there be any doubt? 
Look at those beautiful, blue eyes! 

 
Susi, sitting so quietly, 
would be a good 
companion.  She has an 
intelligent gaze and perky 
ears. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Don’t forget Gussy?  Black and white -- a bit 
high-strung and halloweeny! 
 
 
Kitty, has one of the older tags in red, but she moves all four limbs and I hear very playfully. 
She’d be fun to have around… 
 
Well, which one did you choose: Tapsy, Tabby, Siamy, Gussy, Susi or Kitty? 
  

 Here Kitty-Kitty…Come here pretty kitty 

     From chattipatty and Princess Tinkle  



The VIRUS!   THE VIRUS!   The Virus! 

Oh woe is me said Terri. 

 I feel trapped in a cage. When will they let 

all of us out? 

 



By Nancy Janzen 

 
I started collecting Terri Lee Dolls in 1987. At the time I 
thought it would only be about collecting and learning more 
about my beloved childhood doll.  But I've made lifelong 
friendships and learned much more.  One year at a Terri Lee 

Convention Dennis Ross gave a program on American Artist 
and Sculptor Alexander Calder and the Terri Lee dress 
printed with his mobiles. Mobiles are sculptures that move.  
 Calder was best known for innovative wire sculptures and 
mobiles.   
 
When I returned home to Seattle, The Seattle Art Museum 
announced an exhibit of Alexander Calder mobiles.  I went and it was wonderful to see these mobiles in 
person.  The Terri Lee clothing came alive with movement. 
 
A few years later I was visiting New York City and saw that the Museum of Modern Art was having an 
Alexander Calder Exhibition.  Because of Dennis and Terri Lee I recognized the Calder name and had 
to go.  I remember a dramatic floor to ceiling moving mobile. 
 
In January, Glenda and I were visiting the Peggy Guggenheim Museum in Venice, Italy.  There was a 
large collection of Calder's mobiles and sculptures. We talked about how we learned about his work at a 
Terri Lee Convention. 
 
I've now seen Alexander Calder's mobiles and sculptures around 
the world.  Thank you Dennis Ross for continuing to be an 
excellent teacher and expanding my knowledge at the Terri Lee 

Conventions. 

 



The Snow Queen 
By Glenda Kitto 

 

Many of Terri Lee’s outfits 

spanned her entire life.  The 

Snow Suit is just one of them.  

The first is shown on the Lincoln 

box top as Nanook. At right is 

an early 1949 JR Magazine, the 

Snow Queen. 

Declarations made in the 

description are: handmade, 

snaps or wee pearl buttons, 

trimmed with fur and slacks 

that are tailored.  These early 

Lincoln outfits have the second 

printed tag. 

A Terri in complete outfit: 

 Tall felt boots topped 

with fur 

 Slacks to match the 

jacket lining 

 Blouse 

 Rabbit fur jacket lined 

with either red or blue 

cotton broadcloth. 

 Mittens     

 Felt hood trimmed with fur 

 

Your purchase could be made three ways: 

1. Doll dressed in costume       

2. The costume that included:  Fur coat, 

boots, mittens and hood with slacks and 

blouse  

3. The accessories only:   Fur coat, boots, mittens and hood 
We often see that pricing varied as the doll 

company was finding its way into the market 

place.   



 

The snow suit was often a focus of many of the monthly magazines 

            Top left: 1952 cover, top right 1952 price   

     

        Bottom left:   1954 November cover and at bottom 

right the back cover and price insert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1954 Wintertime Catalog page  

1956 Coloring contest from November Monthly Magazine 

Below:  1956 Wintertime Catalog page 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1956 with the introduction of Tiny Terri, the Snow Suit 

makes a change to red velveteen.  Other notable differences 

are that the hat becomes a ponytail style, jacket enclosure is 

now ribbon with pom-poms versus the hook and eye closure 

of earlier years and the tag is embroidered.  One sorrowful 

note is that Jerri Lee never had a matching Snow Suit. 



 

1957 is our last highlight of the Snow Suit.   Not only are the dolls on the cover but there is also a cartoon and a 

story – The Silvery Sleigh.            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 1957 also saw a sharp decline in the price of 

the Snow Suit.  The early years with the elaborate 

Rabbit Fur jacket and hoot it was priced at $12.95 now 

pricing for the Velveteen costume is $8.95.  More and 

more competition was also coming into the 

marketplace with little girls wanting fashion dolls 

rather than our toddler. 

We also find some slight color variations in the red 

velveteen. 

 Bright red 

 Dark Blood Red 

 Orange or pumpkin color (the rarest of colors 

to TTL)  

TTL in Orange on left is from the Bukowski collection.  The other dolls from the Kitto collection. 

 

Tiny Terri hit it big-time with this outfit.  She has a selection of 3 colors of velvet.   The most common is bright 

red.  The least common is Tangerine.  A complete Tiny Terri outfit is: Ponytail hat, Silk white blouse, Jacket, 

Mittens of felt and rabbit fur, Trousers and felt boots trimmed with rabbit fur. 

 

 

 



The Original Snow Queen, which is also the Nanook costume came with Jacket lined in either Red or Blue 

broadcloth.  The trousers matched the jacket lining.  

 

 

When sold on a doll it 

included a silk blouse. 

 

When sold as outfit only it 

was without a blouse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A word about the fur lined 

boots.   Please note that the 

boots were tall.  Look at the 

comparison of boots at left.  

The center boot should be 

worn with a velveteen dress 

coat while the tall boots are 

appropriate for the Snow 

Suit. 

 

At left, a very mint blond Terri in the 1956 Red Velvet Snow suit in 

Bright Red.   (Bukowski collection at left and below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A boxed outfit not on a doll, sold without a 

blouse. 



 



Two Very Different Play Dresses 
By Terry Bukowski 

In looking through 
Terri’s wardrobe I 
came across several 
outfits with the same 
fabric.  Both are play 
dresses for Terri and 
Tiny Terri Lee.  The 
only Terri Lee 
literature I could find 
was in the 1956 Tiny 
Terri Lee Fashion 
Parade.  Play dress and 
panty #3107 pictured 
in the card fabric. 

 

The black & pink circle fabric stands out and is trimmed with 
a contrasting solid pink fabric.  What I find strange, is this 
dress in the school dress 
style does not show up in 
any Terri Lee booklets or 
advertising.  The 

variation in the two styles are:  1)the dress snaps 
down the back as a Play Dress and 2)the school dress 
buttons down the front with a band of contrasting  
fabric trimming the top of the skirt.  The school dress 
is described as “A stylish long-waisted dress with 
frilly skirt, this play dress has the same lower skirt.   
Does changing the opening from back to front denote 
that the name of the outfit changes from a school 
dress to a play dress?  Jerri and Tiny Jerri Lee’s 
matching outfit is shorts with a shirt, collar and 



sleeves are trimmed in pink.  We now have a new “four square”.   

The mystery continues with Jerri’s matching outfit.  The shorts with a shirt, once again 
not in any literature.   

 

Play Dress #2 
Play dress #2 is more predictable for Terri Lee 
and can be found in the 1952 Fashion Parade.  
But I couldn’t find Tiny Terri Lee pictured in 
this dress.  Tiny Jerri Lee is dressed in his play 
suit #4105. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the outfits came around the 1956 time 
frame, literature is lacking.  All the outfits 
have the embroidery tag.  The Terri and 
Tiny Terri outfits came with matching 
panties. 



Terri in Quarantine - Fudge Brownies 

 

Terri has been going crazy!  This home-safe stuff has really gotten her down. She 

is trying to stay active yet always finds herself in front of the refrigerator.  To 

console her, she along with the other dolls in the cabinet found a simply and 

yummy Fudge Brownie recipe.  

 

Bake 20 mins.            8x8 pan               350 degrees 

1 cup sugar 

½ cup flour 

1/3 cup cocoa 

¼ Tsp of both baking powder and salt 

Mix with 

2 eggs 

½ cup oil 

1 tsp vanilla 



Lincoln Era Rayon 

By Glenda Kitto 

Just what is Rayon?  Wikipedia claims it is:  “...a manufactured fiber made from natural sources such as 
wood and agricultural products that are regenerated as cellulose fiber. The many types and grades of 
rayon can imitate the feel and texture of natural fibers such as silk, wool, cotton, and linen.    …..Rayon is 
a versatile fiber and is widely claimed to have the same comfort properties as natural fibers, although the 
drape and slipperiness of rayon textiles are often more like nylon. It can imitate the feel and texture 
of silk, wool, cotton and linen. The fibers are easily dyed in a wide range of colors. Rayon fabrics are 
soft, smooth, cool, comfortable, and highly absorbent… 

Why did the Terri Lee Company use Rayon?  One study showed that it was nicknamed "artificial silk”.   
Was it less expensive? Wiki makes the statement that: It is far cheaper to produce than wool, cotton, or 
silk. It also requires less processing and hence fewer workers. In addition, it was 50% cheaper than silk 
during the 1920s in the US.  So, was it more readily available than the 
fine silk fabrics? 

For whatever reason we find that Terri Lee Doll Company found use 
for them in wonderful printed fabrics and used them for Terri’s Shirts 

and Pajamas.  While no factory literature uses these fabrics in photos 
they are found with the “Loopy Tag.”    

One boxed set reveals a Cowgirl costume of fringed brown leather vest and skirt, rayon print shirt with 
round snaps, silk panties and heeled brown boots.  The boots have the multi layered cardboard heels 
which also helps to document the era. This style boot was the first boot used by our doll company.  The 

shirt is what we have named the paint 

palette. Thankfully it is also in the Lincoln 
era carousel box. 

Wanda Houck provides us with another 
color variation of the western shirt. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wool
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cotton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dyeing


 

In addition to the Western Shirts, Terri had Pajamas in 
the same fabric.  This particular print appears to come 
with backgrounds in Taupe, Blue and grey. 

   

Sue Munsell located a paisley print set of pajamas that 
look to have the second printed tag.    

 
 
  

In keeping on the pajama theme, Dennis Ross 
assisted our search with the Busy City Print fabric. I 
believe Violet must have visited Paris and slipped 
over to Monaco as this fabric has a gambling theme. 

      



The next prints for pajamas is the Asian 

Floral, top right, and the Text Book Print. 
This Text Book print (below left) is a 
western shirt but I believe there must be a 
set of pajamas out there as well.  

The last print discovered is the Tulips, 
bottom right. 

 

 

Thus far we have discovered six prints: 

Paint palette 

Paisley print     

Busy City Print 

Asian Floral 

Text Book 

Tulips 

 

Who would have guessed there were so many Rayon prints?  All found in Western Shirts and Pajamas. 

 



 

Like all the prints for Terri Lee we see that these 
also came in multiple color variations.  The Tulips 
at left have a taupe and a cream background, one a 
western shirt, the other a pajama top. 

 

 

 

The names for the fabrics are of our own creation.  When 
there is zero documentation the collectors become 
creative and I do believe they named them brilliantly. 

Good luck on your never ending search for rayon prints.  
Please report back if you have located something new. 

 



Repairing a Knickerbocker Terri Lee 

The emotions that surface when opening a mint 

Knickerbocker doll only to find that the seams are split are 

dismay.  It is almost as if these dolls produced in China had 

an expiration date. Recently I had the good fortune to come 

across one innovative person willing to detail just how to 

repair these flawed dolls.  

 

The assumptions are: 

 The stringing has to be too tight 

 The glue doesn’t match with the plastic 

 The plastic circle in the head is too large and too hard 

 The quality of hard plastic was all too flimsy    

 

Formula for repair: 

 

1. Undo the whole doll 

2. Clean dry glue off seams. Nail polish remover may 

help clean scraped seams 

3. Make a smaller new circle with hole to string 

together. After situating it in the head, glue the 

head back together.  “Goop” glue or Dap-Rapid-

Fuse glue might be better.  Clamp and let set with 

the stringing cord hanging down.  

4. Select ball with hole to accommodate the stringing 

cord.  When torso is glued, clamped and it has set; 

glue the ball in the neck of the torso and let glue 

set.  Carefully fill the space around the ball with 

Durham’s Rock Hard putty mixed to a paste (no bubbles).  

5. Open the metal stringing holders in the legs so they can be hooked over the cord’s loop (about 

2-inches from crotch).  The 3-inc tube from the arms can be placed to hold the stringing cord 

before loop is tied.  

6. Stringing cord for the arms uncut can be reused by looping one end over the metal holder that 

has been opened enough to accommodate the cord.   

 

I have not tried to repair any of the Knickerbocker dolls.  This method may be worth the effort to 

salvage the re-issue dolls.  



 



"Hi Terri Lee Friends!   
 I have for sale many “rescue dolls".  They are all 
beautified and are hoping to be dressed in some cute outfit that you have 
waiting for them.   If you see any that you wish pictures of and 
price, email me for extra details about them.   Happy Terri Days to you all!   
Wanda Houck wanda.houck@sbcglobal.net 
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If you see a Terri you can’t live without send Wanda an e-mail 

Wanda.houck@sbcglobal.net 
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